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JTHS GCSE Transition  

Dear Parents, Carers and Students,  

As students begin this exciting new stage of their journey and start their GCSE courses, we look forward to 
continuing to work in partnership with both students and parents to ensure every young person feels supported, 
confident and prepared for the challenges ahead. 

The link below has been designed to provide you with key information about Year 10, including guidance on 
preparing for GCSE study, developing effective revision habits and important information about work 
experience. We hope it will be a useful resource throughout the year and help answer some of the questions 
that may arise as students settle into their GCSE courses. (Additional information can be found on the school 
website). 

At the heart of our support is the role of the form tutor. Form tutors will continue to meet with students every 
day, providing encouragement, guidance and pastoral support, while helping them to stay organised, develop 
positive study habits and make the most of the opportunities available to them. We are delighted to be able to 
offer continuity of care by maintaining the same form tutor structure from Years 7 to 11, enabling students to 
build strong, trusting relationships with staff who know them well and can support them throughout their 
secondary school journey. 

To further support students and families, we have also included the presentations that have been delivered 
during form time on GCSE preparation. These resources reinforce the advice students have already received in 
school and provide practical strategies that can be revisited at home as they begin their GCSE studies. 

We are looking forward to another successful year and to working together to help every student achieve their 
very best, both academically and personally. We also look forward to welcoming you into school for our 
‘Welcome to Upper School’ information evening where we will share some further information regarding the 
next two years.  

Have a wonderful summer break.  

Miss Sears  

 

Key Staff  

Head of Year- Miss Sears  

Head of Upper School- Mrs Bousfield  

Pastoral Support- Mr Ali 

 

 

 

 

 

Key dates  

9th September- Welcome to Upper School- Hall  

11th September- School Photos  

30th November- Year 10 Work experience week 

10th March- Year 10 Parents Evening  

W/C 21st June- Year 10 Trian Exams 
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GCSE Core Subjects – Advice for Year 9 students 

 

RS 

Remember that everything you have studied before is relevant to the GCSE course - don't start off feeling 
like you are a total beginner - you already know a lot! 

Remember that this subject is 100% exam based (no coursework).  The work you complete in your 
exercise book becomes your revision guide - so take pride in it! 

You don't necessarily need to memorise quotes - you just need to know the main principles of 
Christianity and Islam. 

You only have 100 minutes per week - make every lesson count! 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Science  

For all sciences...the only cross over would be skills based 

• How to summarise info/text 

• Making MindMap / revision cards 

• Drawing graphs / Calculating means  

• HSW - How Science Works (CIDER Control, Independent, Dependent, Equipment, Repeat) 

• Application of knowledge - i.e. evaluation and conclusions from text. 

https://padlet.com/rhudson63/gcse-religious-
studies-aqa-wi7s1g6438m68cph  

https://padlet.com/rhudson63/gcse-religious-studies-aqa-wi7s1g6438m68cph
https://padlet.com/rhudson63/gcse-religious-studies-aqa-wi7s1g6438m68cph
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Maths  

 

The preferred calculator is the Casio ClassWiz – they come in a few varieties, but all have CLASSWIZ 
written on them. Whilst the calculator can do most of the number work for you, it will be up to you to 
show how it has been used. Having your own consistently means you know how it works. 

Working out is more important than the answer, especially on the higher tier. 

The current GCSE is very difficult, just because you might not get any questions fully correct, it does not 
indicate failure. Even the very best student who achieve a grade 9 can drop nearly 20% of the marks! 

Students will be expected to bring a ruler, protractor and a pair of compasses as part of their basic 
equipment. 
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English  

The best action you can take to be successful in English is to show up to every lesson willing to have a go! 

All of the skills and vocabulary you learned in KS3 will be useful at GCSE. Much of the knowledge you 
gained will also help. Therefore, you are not restarting English in Y10, you are putting all your previous 
learning into practice. 

What else can you do? 

· Read widely. The best grades often go to students who read a lot, and read a variety of genres and forms. 

· Buy copies of the texts. Have your own copies of the texts so you can annotate, reread, and use them 
outside the classroom. 

· Be organised. Ensure you have the right equipment, hand homework in on time and keep your 
folder/book in order. We teach in an order that works best – keep your work the same. 

· Ask for help early. If you are finding something challenging, or would like some extra feedback – ask your 
teacher sooner rather than later. 
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GCSE Option Subjects – Advice for Year 9 students 

Business  

Top tips before starting the course: 

• Have a look at the topics we will be covering: 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Business/2017/specification-and-
sample-assessments/gcse-business-spec-2017.pdf 

• Watch the news and have an idea of what is happening in the Business world – see if you can link 
any ideas to what you have read we will be studying, students who do well often connect theory 
to real life. 

o Good habits: 
 Notice how supermarkets advertise  
 Compare prices and promotions  
 Think about why certain brands are popular  
 Watch how cafés or shops attract customers  
 Read simple business news stories 

• Start becoming familiar with some key Business terms: 

Key term Definition 

Aims An overall or long-term target for an individual or a business. 

Aims/Objectives A clear, measurable goal, so success or failure is clear to see. 

Branding The process of creating a distinct identity for a product or business which highlights 
how it is different from competing products or businesses, through using a logo, 
name or creating a personality. 

Business decisions Choices that have to be made by a business, usually within a short time period. 

Business failure (insolvency) The collapse of a business, probably leading to its closure. 

Business plan A detailed document setting out the marketing and financial thinking behind a 
proposed new business. 

Competition The rivalry that exists between businesses selling products. 

Competitive Advantage A feature of a business that helps it to succeed against competitors. 

Competitive environment The strength of competition between companies in the same market. 

Consumer The person who ultimately uses (or consumes) a product. 

Consumer Income The amount households have available to spend after income taxes have been 
deducted. 

Consumer Law Acts of Parliament that are intended to protect customers from misleading or 
dangerous practices by companies. 

Consumer rights Laws that empower the consumer to demand certain minimum standards from 
every business supplier.  

Convenience The ability of a product to fit in with a customer's lifestyle or routine. 

Customer needs What customers require when they purchase a product. There are four main 
customer needs: price, quality, choice and convenience. 

Data Information, particularly statistics, that can be collected and analysed. 

Demographics The characteristics of a population, such as age, gender, race, nationality, disability, 
and occupation. 

Digital Communication Messages or conversations conducted via email, text, or social media. 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Business/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/gcse-business-spec-2017.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Business/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/gcse-business-spec-2017.pdf
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Discrimination When someone is treated differently to someone else because of a particular 
characteristic, such as a disability, their ethnicity, or their sex. 

Dynamic nature of business The idea that business is ever-changing because external factors, such as 
technology, are always changing.  

e-Commerce Using the internet to carry out business transactions. 

Enterprise Entrepreneurial activity (can also mean a business or company). 

Entrepreneur A person who sets up a business and takes on financial risks in the hope of profit.  

Goods Any physical product a consumer can buy (natural or manufactured).  

Market research The process of gathering information about the market and customers' needs and 
wants in order to help inform business decisions, including product design and 
marketing. 

Market segment A part of a market where consumers share similar characteristics such as; age, 
gender, geographical location, occupation.  

Market Segmentation The dividing up of a market to meet the needs of consumers with similar 
preferences. 

Product A good or service sold to consumers. 

Product differentiation Where a product has unique features that makes it stand out from other similar 
products in the market. 

Profit The difference between revenue and total costs. If the figure is negative, the 
business is making a loss. 

Revenue The income that a business receives from its sales (selling price multiplied by 
quantity of goods sold). 

Shareholders Investors who are part-owners of a company. 

Stakeholder Anyone who has an interest in the activities of a business, such as its workers, its 
suppliers, its directors, the local community, and the government. 

Start-up A new business, usually with only a small number of employees. 

Target market A particular group of consumers at which a business aims its products and services. 

Total costs All the costs of a business, found by adding fixed and variable costs. (Fixed plus 
variable costs for a time period) 

 

History  

As you move into Year 10, remember that History is not just about dates and facts — it is about people, 
power, conflict, change and understanding the world around us. The more curious and engaged you are, 
the more enjoyable and successful the subject becomes. 

Use the PADLET resources, watch documentaries, visit historical sites and read around the topics when 
you can. Little bits of regular interest and revision make a huge difference over time. 

Most importantly, ask questions, stay organised and enjoy the stories behind the subject. History is full of 
fascinating events and individuals — embrace it and you will thrive in Year 10.  

Padlet will be sent out to you! 
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Sport Science  

• Remember every bit of work you do on coursework is a mark towards your final grade 

• Homework and classwork all contribute to the final percentage 

• Little and often works well, don't leave it all to the last minute 

• Use your classroom time well, whatever isn't done in class takes away from something you want 
to do at home 

 

Geography 

• To look at the Geography Departments Padlet for help and advice 

• To watch documentaries at home such as David Attenborough  

• To watch the news/ download a news app such as the BBC on their phones  

Padlet: GCSE Geography Revision Padlet 

Revision Guides available from school  

Spec: GCSE Geography Specification Specification for first teaching in 2016 

BBC bitesize: GCSE Geography - AQA - BBC Bitesize 

 

Music  

• Music Keywords and symbols document 

• musictheory.net 

• BBC Bitesize OCR GCSE Music - https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zv7gxyc 

• Download free software for a laptop/computer at home (MuseScore 
4) https://musescore.org/en/download 

 

Students to work on one of the following over summer: 

• a piece of music that they could play on their instrument or 

• a song they could sing or 

• a clip of music they have made using computer software e.g. Garageband, MuseScore 4 or 
similar. 

 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpadlet.com%2Fkbarker57%2Fgcse-geography-revision-padlet-1gxx2hjmr1xn53p&data=05%7C02%7Cd.sears%40jths.co.uk%7Cccb8143d58f249bc466f08dec79f2995%7C71f8d9a33347400da852d217cf3d654e%7C0%7C0%7C639167683565637392%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vrjgZapxg%2BSvhy5oVAgy3PDh3W%2BokLusqH8d2Fu2NBk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcdn.sanity.io%2Ffiles%2Fp28bar15%2Fgreen%2Fed1c32a343b4c229af091211f31c4dc5bcd6c095.pdf%3F_gl%3D1*1atwtib*_gcl_au*MTg4MDMyMDkxOS4xNzgxMTcxNTEy&data=05%7C02%7Cd.sears%40jths.co.uk%7Cccb8143d58f249bc466f08dec79f2995%7C71f8d9a33347400da852d217cf3d654e%7C0%7C0%7C639167683565694810%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=W2H%2B35k9ELEmneGS%2FA8WP9JntF%2BCcR9XUy4j4fR16IY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fbitesize%2Fexamspecs%2Fzy3ptyc&data=05%7C02%7Cd.sears%40jths.co.uk%7Cccb8143d58f249bc466f08dec79f2995%7C71f8d9a33347400da852d217cf3d654e%7C0%7C0%7C639167683565749057%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xfp1bHjqYygsPqsTk85tEGHrNDqQ4Nxc1yh1cKSdMSM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.musictheory.net%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cd.sears%40jths.co.uk%7C2be8673ac4cf49ebea6f08dec7ae214d%7C71f8d9a33347400da852d217cf3d654e%7C0%7C0%7C639167748353606034%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3%2F0FFvVSqBJknT4g3Q9dq8QiBgz7zb51V02fTWMx%2B5E%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fbitesize%2Fexamspecs%2Fzv7gxyc&data=05%7C02%7Cd.sears%40jths.co.uk%7C2be8673ac4cf49ebea6f08dec7ae214d%7C71f8d9a33347400da852d217cf3d654e%7C0%7C0%7C639167748353662367%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AEjAnVy7D8nGToWU2%2BdF%2Fa0gOVae2hwOcoUXiMkdIzk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmusescore.org%2Fen%2Fdownload&data=05%7C02%7Cd.sears%40jths.co.uk%7C2be8673ac4cf49ebea6f08dec7ae214d%7C71f8d9a33347400da852d217cf3d654e%7C0%7C0%7C639167748353716450%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LTvfjxHyH3S6b%2FmI3ZpuEI%2FwdmB0kJM%2Bh9hBWHuaxZk%3D&reserved=0
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DT 

Top Tips 

• Practice your 3D technical drawing such as 2 Point Perspective and Isometric - this will help in 
both coursework and exam 

• Learn CAD in school and at home ready for coursework (create yourself a Trimble account and 
use SketchUp online for free!) 

• Make revision materials e.g. flashcards during Year 10 for end of unit assessments (this will 
massively help you for Year 11 end of year revision as the prep work will be done) 

 

Things to Remember 

• Year 10 focuses on theory and coursework practice - be patient, Year 11 is all about your own 
product 

• Coursework starts at the end of Year 10, there will be weekly tasks to complete in and out of 
school 

• Enjoy it and ask when you aren't sure 

 

Computer Science 

For Computer Science: Our advice would be to practice programming using tutorials from online sites 
like W3Schools (Python Tutorial). Any practice will help them as they move into GCSE. This doesn't have 
to be on a computer, online sites like https://www.online-python.com/ mean they can also do it easily on 
tablet computers. 

We provide all of the revision guides and other resources to them within the first few weeks of year 10. 

For a list of YouTube videos we use: OCR GCSE Computer Science Revision - Craig 'n' Dave. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.w3schools.com%2Fpython%2Fdefault.asp&data=05%7C02%7Cd.sears%40jths.co.uk%7Cde559d8100b74b8ae26008dec7c6cb1a%7C71f8d9a33347400da852d217cf3d654e%7C0%7C0%7C639167853789737492%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aQQWjjd2ki6ZUAQpC1qfeQetsV%2FCg3iDonyoTC9LmZE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.online-python.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cd.sears%40jths.co.uk%7Cde559d8100b74b8ae26008dec7c6cb1a%7C71f8d9a33347400da852d217cf3d654e%7C0%7C0%7C639167853789793986%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8V7XsZL1g6Mx%2BbPituC%2BJi%2FZfGmAJ9K3FE0UZqBQNMY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcraigndave.org%2Focr-gcse-j277-videos%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cd.sears%40jths.co.uk%7Cde559d8100b74b8ae26008dec7c6cb1a%7C71f8d9a33347400da852d217cf3d654e%7C0%7C0%7C639167853789845590%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4LHSQg2B7M1WKsf2Pzwo3sU78%2FebUCzxzuLsMGKQ6rU%3D&reserved=0
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Year 10 Work Experience 30th November -4th December 2027  

Preparing Young People for Their Future  

Work experience is one of the most valuable opportunities a young person can have before leaving 
school. It gives students the chance to step into a real workplace, develop essential life skills and gain a 
greater understanding of the world of work.  

At John Taylor High School, we believe work experience is an important part of preparing students for 
their future education, training and careers.  

The Benefits of Work experience   

Developing Employability Skills  

During their placement, students will have the opportunity to develop skills that employers value, 
including:  

• Communication  

• Teamwork  

• Problem solving  

• Time management  

• Reliability  

• Organisation  

• Initiative  

• Professional behaviour  

These transferable skills are essential regardless of the career they choose.  

Helping with Future Career Choices  

A placement allows students to:  

• Explore careers they may be interested in.  

• Discover careers they had not previously considered.  

• Understand the qualifications and skills needed for different jobs.  

• Make more informed decisions about GCSE options, post-16 study, apprenticeships and future 
careers.  

Even if students decide a career is not for them, this is still a valuable learning experience.  

Strengthening Future Applications  

Work experience demonstrates commitment and motivation. It can strengthen:  

• College and sixth form applications  

• Apprenticeship applications  

• University personal statements  
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• CVs  

• Future job applications  

Employers and education providers value applicants who have gained practical workplace experience.  

How Parents and Carers Can Help  

Parents and carers play an important role in helping students secure a placement. You can support your 
child by:  

• Discussing careers and areas of interest.  

• Speaking to family, friends or local businesses who may be able to offer a placement.  

• Encouraging your child to contact employers themselves where appropriate.  

• Helping them prepare for their placement by discussing travel arrangements, appropriate 
clothing and workplace expectations.  

• Encouraging them to be enthusiastic, punctual and willing to learn throughout the week.  

Thank you for supporting your child throughout this exciting opportunity. Your encouragement and 
involvement play a vital role in helping them gain valuable experience, build confidence and prepare for 
their future career journey.  

Together, we can help every student develop the skills, knowledge and confidence they need to succeed 
in the workplace  

  

Mrs A Ball  

Subject leader of CEIAG   

a.ball@jths.co.uk  
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