
Curriculum Rationale - History 

Question Response 
What do we aim to achieve 
through the teaching of our 
subject?  

At the heart of the History curriculum is knowledge of Britain, the wider world 
and the inter-relationships between them. To allow pupils to make progress, by 
them knowing and remembering more. Pupils will develop a chronological 
understanding, whilst also developing an understanding that periods of History 
do not exist in isolation. Furthermore, pupils need to develop an understanding 
of; key events, key terms (Empire, Monarchy) and to be able to apply that 
knowledge to key concepts (cause and consequence, significance etc.) History 
influences the future and we want pupils to use this cultural capital to be able 
to succeed in life, and to make a well-rounded citizen, who can contribute to 
society. 

What are our learners entitled 
to? 

Our learners are entitled to a knowledge rich curriculum that allows them a 
great understanding of the development of the world we live in and to 
understand how key themes such as society and the economy contribute to 
this. They are entitled to be challenged and have lessons that ask pupils to 
remember more and apply it to the periods studied and to make links 
between these. Leaners are entitled to effective and knowledgeable staff who 
teach them to be empathetic and appreciate other cultures and beliefs along 
with being supported to make clear progress. They are entitled to have every 
opportunity to be inquisitive and succeed. 

What building blocks are we 
trying to establish in 
preparation for further study? 

In terms of historical knowledge, in KS3 we want pupils to have a strong 
foundation of knowledge and understanding about Britain and the 
development of the country through all of the historical key themes e.g. 
politics, economy etc. at a time where the world was not interlinked. In the 
18th century, the world becomes more webbed with key historical 
developments e.g. industrial revolution and exploration, therefore a 
chronological understanding will allow pupils to understand key 
developments and appreciate the stark change happening in the 18th century 
which will enable them to gain the understanding and skills needed for KS4 
and KS5 study. 

How does the curriculum we 
teach reference our local 
contexts? 

During our study of Local History we look at the significance of a number of 
key local sites such as Tamworth, Hardwick Hall, Cannock Chase, Cromford 
Mill, Tutbury Castle and Kenilworth Castle and how they impact us on both a 
local and national level. During our study of enquiring about how sites around 
the country have changed, we investigate Kenilworth castle and in our study 
of the Industrial Revolution, we look at factories in Derbyshire along with 
philanthropists in Birmingham. Finally, whilst studying the First World War, 
we visit Staffordshire Regiment Museum and look at case studies of soldiers 
from our area. 

What skills do we seek to 
develop in our learners? 

In terms of skills, KS3 will provide pupils an opportunity to get a foundation of 
historical concepts e.g. change; continuity; significance etc. to be able to 
understand more difficult historical events as they move throughout their 
education. It also ensures pupils have the opportunity to develop their literacy 
ability by completing extended writing which will benefit all subjects. History 
also gives them the skills necessary to be able to complete further study. The 
ability to deduce information; evaluate; form judgements and defend them 
and prioritise are just some of the skills they will use studying History. 

How our curriculum design is 
inclusive in respect to different: 

• Ethnicities 

• Religions 

• Sexual Orientations 

• Genders 
 

We aim to encourage and support inclusion of these key areas through: 
- The study of Civil Rights, understanding of culture and ethnicities in 

our African Kingdoms lessons, Native Americans, and the treatment of 
Jewish people within the Holocaust ensures our curriculum design is 
inclusive or a variety of cultures, backgrounds and Ethnicities.  

- Mormons, Catholic and Protestant, Islam, Pagan, Native American 
religions are studied throughout the curriculum and form a key part of 
the content we teach our pupils.  



- Women’s Suffrage, Gender gap, Attitudes towards women 
throughout History is studied and explored throughout our Key 
Stages.  

 

How we enrich our students 
experience of our subject 
though additional or extra-
curricular activities. 

• KS3 – Trips to Belgium and other historical sites  
• KS4 - Trip to Kenilworth Castle  
• KS4 – PADLET - Additional learning through support resources – 

Podcasts, Documentaries, Work booklets, Articles, links to Historians 
work etc. 

• KS5 – Essay competitions, Trip to Rome, Access to History Today and 
Historical Association for further study, Visit facilitated by Lessons 
from Auschwitz for 2-4 A-level students. 

• KS5 – Additional learning through support resources – Podcasts, 
Documentaries, Work booklets, Articles, links to Historians work etc. 

• All Key Stages have the chance to take part in MAT wide competitions. 

• Remembrance assemblies completed by a member of the History 
Department 

 

 

 

 


