Curriculum Rationale Sociology

Question

Response

What do we aim to achieve
through the teaching of our
subject?

We aim to nurture a love of Sociology and curiosity about the world
we live in through a well-planned, rigorous curriculum that blends
both substantive and disciplinary knowledge, so students are able to
apply their knowledge and skills in aspects of their future pathways.
Sociology is an evidence-based subject which means students must
back up their opinions and theories about society with facts and
methodically gathered evidence.

What are our learners entitled
to?

Sociology students are entitled to a progressive and exciting
curriculum, adapted to learners needs, delivered by passionate,
skilled, and knowledgeable teachers.

Students are entitled to effective feedback from knowledgeable
staff who also teach them to be empathetic and appreciate other
cultures and beliefs, along with being supported to make good
progress in terms of knowledge, skills, and understanding. Students
are entitled to have every opportunity to be inquisitive and succeed.

What building blocks are we
trying to establish in
preparation for further study?

As Sociology is a new subject for A Level students, much of the
content is unfamiliar. However, there are good links to GCSE
Religious Studies through previously taught topics such as Human
Rights and Social Justice, Crime and Punishment, and Relationships
and Families. These links are drawn upon the first half term of
Sociology, so students do have some reference points to assist their
learning.

Throughout the A Level course, Sociology students develop their
ability to write at greater depth in timed conditions. They learn how
to structure academic essays, evaluating theories and research, as
well as build up their knowledge to master sociological topics.
Students are taught to think sociologically and develop the skill of
critical thinking and reasoning throughout the two-year course.

How does the curriculum we
teach reference our local
contexts?

The content of A Level Sociology is largely linked to British society. In
topics such as Education, Sociology students will look at
developments in the education system of England and Wales.
Sociology contains an in-depth study of UK social policy in each topic
(Education, Families and Households, and Crime and Deviance).

What skills do we seek to
develop in our learners?

Communication
Extended writing
Problem-solving
Analysis
Evaluation
Organisation
Self-discipline
Verbal skills
Critical Thinking

How our curriculum design is
inclusive in respect to different:
e Ethnicities

e Religions
e Sexual Orientations
e Genders

Ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation, and gender are factors that
Sociology students analyse and evaluate throughout the two-year
course. Students consider how prejudices in British society can act
as barriers to educational achievement and can increase the
likelihood of crime and deviance.

Students evaluate government policies in regard to fairness,
equality, and equity for all people in UK society.




How we enrich our students e A Level Sociology students undertake a small research project in

experience of our subject each year of the course to trial different research methods to
though additional or extra- give them a real-life experience of gathering data. This develops
curricular activities. their understanding of the advantages and disadvantages of

gualitative and quantitative data, which they can then apply to
scenario-based questions in the exam.

e Students have the opportunity to attend online and in person A
Level conferences to deepen their understanding of the
requirements of the exams.




