
Subject Curriculum
Map:

A Level Sociology Year Group: 12 (TEACHER A)

Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Topic
Introduction to Sociology

Introduction to Families and 
Households

Families and Households Families and Households Families and Households The Media The Media

Big Question
What is Sociology?

What is a family?  What is a 
household?

What is childhood? What are the 
sociological perspectives of the 

family?

How is the concept of family 
changing?

How do social policies affect the 
family?

What is the nature of the new 
media?

What is the relationship between 
ownership and control of the 

media?

Content

• The nature vs. nurture 
debate

• Culture, norms and values
• Socialisation
• Status and role
• The structural view of society
• The social action view of 

society
• Different sociological 

perspectives on society
- Functionalism
- Marxism
- Feminism 
- Postmodernism
• Diversity and identity
• Inequality
- gender
- ethnicity
- social class
- age
• The domestic division of 

labour
• The impact of paid work
• Explaining the gender 

division of labour
• Resources and decision 

making in households

• Domestic violence and abuse
• Childhood as a social construct
• The future of childhood
• The status of childhood in society
• The Functionalist perspective on 

the family
• The Marxist perspective on the 

family
• The Feminist perspective on the 

family
• The personal life perspective on 

the family

• Demography of families
- births
- deaths
- the ageing population
- migration
- globalisation and migration
• Changing family patterns
- divorce 
- partnerships
- parents and children
- ethnic differences in family 

patterns
- the extended family today

• Modernism and the nuclear 
family

• Postmodernism and family 
diversity

• Families and social policy
• Perspectives on families and 

social policy

• The nature of the “new media”
• The significance of the new 

media
• To what extent the new media 

has grown and diversified
• To understand who uses and 

controls new media

• The sociological views on the 
ownership and control of the 
media

• The patterns of ownership in 
the media

Assessment
Frequent retrieval quizzes.   
Frequent “test your understanding” questions.
A01 and A02 essay questions given after each topic. 



Subject Curriculum
Map:

A Level Sociology Year Group: 12 (TEACHER B)

Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Topic Introduction to education Education Education Education Research Methods Research Methods

Big Question
Why do some students achieve 

more than others?
Why do some students achieve more 

than others?
Why do some students achieve 

more than others?
What is the role of education in 

society?
What do sociologists consider 
before carrying out research?

What are the advantages and 
disadvantages of different research 

methods?

Content

• Explaining class differences
• Cultural deprivation
• Material deprivation
• Cultural capital
• Labelling theory
• The self-fulfilling prophecy
• Streaming

• Pupil subcultures
• Pupils’ class identities and the 

school
• External factors and ethnic 

differences in achievement 
• Institutional racism

• The gender gap in achievement
• External factors and gender 

differences
• Internal factors and gender 

differences
• Identity, class and differences 

in girls’ achievement 
• Boys adn achievement
• Gender and subject choice
• Pupils’ sexual and gender 

identities

• The Marxist perspective on 
education

• Neoliberalism and the New 
Right perspective on education

• The functionalist perspective 
on education 

• Educational policy in Britain 
before 1988

• Marketisation
• Conservative government 

policies from 2010
• The privatisation of education

• Primary and secondary sources 
of data

• Qualitative and quantitative 
data

• Practical issues
• Ethical issues
• Theoretical issues

• The research process
• Research characteristics
• Experiments 
• Questionnaires
• Interviews
• Observation
• Official statistics
• Documents 

Assessment
Frequent retrieval quizzes.   
Frequent “test your understanding” questions.
A01 and A02 essay questions given after each topic. 



Subject Curriculum
Map:

A Level Sociology Year Group: 13 (TEACHER A)

Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Topic The Media The Media The Media The Media Preparation for external exams

Big Question
What is the relationship 

between the media and global 
culture?

What makes the news?
How does the media represent 

social groups?
What are the effects of the media 

on audiences?
What do I need to know and 

understand?

Content

• The sociological views on the 
ownership and control of the 
media

• The patterns of ownership in 
the media

• What different types of 
culture there are and the 
significance of global culture

• The relationship between the 
media and global culture

• The sociological views on the 
social construction of news, 
including new social media

• The sociological views on the 
social construction of news, 
including social media

• The influence of other groups on 
the content of the news

• How different age groups are 
represented in the media

• How different social classes are 
represented in the media

• How different ethnic groups are 
represented in the media

• How men and women are 
represented in the media

• How sexuality is represented in 
the media

• How disability is represented in 
the media

• How the representations of 
different groups in the media 
has changed over time

• The different sociological 
explanations of the effects of 
the media on audiences

• Why methodological issues 
arise when researching media 
effects 

• Review of all key terminology –
close any gaps in knowledge

• Review of all sociological 
perspectives – close any gaps in 
knowledge

• Review of exam technique
• Opportunities for retrieval 

activities and exam question 
practice

Assessment
Frequent retrieval quizzes.   
Frequent “test your understanding” questions.
A01 and A02 essay questions given after each topic. 



Subject Curriculum
Map:

A Level Sociology Year Group: 13 (TEACHER B)

Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Topic
Introduction to crime and 

deviance
Crime and deviance Crime and deviance Crime and deviance Preparation for external exams

Big Question
What are the different 
explanations of crime?

What is the social distribution of 
crime and deviance?

How has globalisation affected 
crime in contemporary society?

How is crime controlled? 
What do I need to know and 

understand?

Content

• Definitions of crime, 
deviance, social order, and 
social control

• The Functionalist, New Right, 
and Marxist perspectives of 
crime and deviance

• How labelling theorists 
explain crime

• How left and right realists 
explain crime

• The postmodernist 
perspective of crime

• The different rates of crime 
among different social groups

• How crime trends have changed 
over time

• White-collar crime
• Corporate crime

• How globalisation has affected 
crime in contemporary society

• The relationship between the 
media and crime

• Green crime
• Human rights and state crimes

• How crime is controlled
• Possible responses to crime 
• Crime prevention
• Measuring crime
• Victims of crime
• The role of the criminal justice 

system and the agencies that 
work alongside it

• Review of all key terminology –
close any gaps in knowledge

• Review of all sociological 
perspectives – close any gaps in 
knowledge

• Review of exam technique
• Opportunities for retrieval 

activities and exam question 
practice

Assessment
Frequent retrieval quizzes.   
Frequent “test your understanding” questions.
A01 and A02 essay questions given after each topic. 


