
Subject Curriculum
Map:

History Year Group: Year 7

Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Topic
Romans, Saxons and Vikings The Norman Invasion The Norman Conquest The Plantagenets Medieval Society Wars of the Roses

Big Question
Who had the most significant impact in 

changing England, the Romans, Saxons or 

Vikings?

Why was the Norman Invasion 
successful?

How did the Normans consolidate 
their power after the Battle of 
Hastings?

How did the power of the Plantagenets 
change?

Was Medieval society all ‘muck, 
disease and misery’?

How big an impact did individuals have 
on events surrounding the Wars of the 
Roses?

Content

• What caused the Roman Invasion?

• Case Study Claudius and Caesar invasions

• What were the consequences of the Romans 

Invasion?

• Case study Boudica rebellion

• What caused the Saxon Invasion?

• Case study Hengist and Horta – myth or reality 

• What were the Consequences of the Saxon 

invasion?

• King Alfred Great or not? 

• What caused the Viking Invasion?

• Local History – Repton 

• What were the consequences of the Viking 

Invasion?

• Local History – the five boroughs – Danelaw 

• Edward the Confessor

• 4 Claimants to the throne

• King Harold 

• Why did the Vikings invade –

Harald Hardrada – Battle of 

Fulford

• Battle of Stamford Bridge

• Norman and Saxon preparation 

for the Battle of Hastings

• How was the Battle of Hastings 

won? 

• What were Williams next steps?  

• How did Motte and Bailey castles 

help the Normans Consolidate 

power?

• How did the development of 

castles help the Normans 

Consolidate power?

• How did rebellions help the 

Normans Consolidate power?

• How did religion help the 

Normans Consolidate power?

• How did propaganda help the 

Normans Consolidate power?

• Most effective method of 

control?

• Norman impact on Society

• Death of William

• Where did the Plantagenets come from?

• How did King Henry II change the power 

of the Plantagenets?

• How did Thomas Becket change the 

power of the Plantagenets? 

• How did King John change the power of 

the Plantagenets?

• How did the Magna Carta change the 

power of the Plantagenets?

• How did King Edward I change the 

power of the Plantagenets?

• How did King Henry II change the power 

of the Plantagenets?

• How did Edwards military campaigns in 

Wales and Scotland change the power 

of the Plantagenets?

• How did King Henry V change the power 

of the Plantagenets?

• What impact did the She Wolves have 

on the power of the Plantagenets? 

(Isabella of France)

• What impact did the She Wolves have 

on the power of the Plantagenets? 

(Margaret of Anjou)

• How did the power of the Plantagenets 

change?

• Religion in Medieval England

• Role of the Church 

• Crusades

• Case study – Third Crusade 

• Living conditions – Towns 

• Living conditions – Countryside

• Black death causes and consequences

• Black death/Covid human responses to 

pandemics 

• Cause of the Peasants Revolt 

• Consequences of the Peasants revolt 

• Crime and punishment

• ‘Muck, Disease and misery’ project on 

answering this question 

• What were the Wars of the Roses?

• What impact did Henry VI have on the 

Wars of the Roses?

• What impact did Edward IV have on the 

Wars of the Roses?

• What impact did the White Queen have 

on the Wars of the Roses?

• What impact did Richard III have on the 

Wars of the Roses?

• What happened to the princes in the 

tower?

• What impact did Henry VI have on the 

Wars of the Roses?

• How did the Tudor rose help end the 

Wars of the Roses?

• Who had the most significant impact 

during the Wars of the Roses?

Assessment

Start of year assessment – Knowledge test + ONE PEEL paragraph 

Mid year assessment – Knowledge test + Source based question 

End of year assessment – Knowledge test + Source + PEEL mini essay 

These assessments are open to change to fit our cohorts and the questions for any can change each year to best fit 
our cohorts needs. The assessments are the servant to our curriculum and therefore will alter dependant on the 
needs of our Historians and the gaps we identify as they progress. 



Subject Curriculum
Map:

History Year Group: 8

Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Topic
The Tudors The Stuarts The Industrial Revolution Local History

Big Question
How far did the Tudors authority change over time? What impact did the Stuarts 

have on England?
What was Industrial Britain like? Local History study (Multiple sites) 

Why is studying local History 
important? 

• Content

• Who were the Tudors?
• Henry VII – Success?
• Henry VIII – Suitable King? 
• Henry VIII – Six Wives
• Henry VIII – Religious change
• Henry VIII – Foreign Policy
• Edward VI – Boy King
• Mary I – Success
• Elizabeth I Religion 
• Elizabeth I – Spanish Armada 
• Elizabeth I – Problems 

• Who were the Stuarts
• Why did the Gunpowder plot 

take place?
• What was the significant 

cause of the English Civil War?
• Who were the Soldiers of the 

English Civil War?
• What happened during the 

English Civil War?
• The Consequence of the 

English Civil War – Death of a 
King

• The Consequence of the 
English Civil War – Oliver 
Cromwell

• Population growth; trends, causes and consequences

• Key changes in Britain during this period

• Domestic Industry

• Inventions in the Cotton Industry

• Development of factories; causes and consequences 

and key changes

• Living conditions during the period

• Local living conditions in the area

• Crime and Jack the Ripper 

• Transport developments from canals to railways

• Consequences of railways and stream engines

• To know the key time periods in 

our local sites History

• Why we should study castles & 

other historical sites

• Kenilworth Castle, Tutbury 

Castle, Tamworth, Hardwick 

Hall, Cannock Chase and 

Cromford Mill.

• Significance of these sites both 

local and national

• Siege of Kenilworth

• Key events which occurred at 

each of the sites an their impact 

on our History

• Project for independent learning

• Multiple periods through History 

are studied which link to each 

individual site. Normans, Saxons, 

Victorians, WWI-II, Elizabethan, 

Tudors etc

Assessment

Start of year assessment – Knowledge test + source question

Mid-year assessment – Knowledge test + PEEL based question

End of year assessment – Knowledge test + Source + PEEL mini essay 

These assessments are open to change to fit our cohorts and the questions for any can change 
each year to best fit our cohorts needs. The assessments are the servant to our curriculum and 
therefore will alter dependant on the needs of our Historians and the gaps we identify as they 
progress. 



Subject 
Curriculum Map:

History Year Group: 9

Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Topic The Age of Reform African American Experience 20th Century World WWII and beyond

Big Question
How significant was the Age of 
Reform to Britain?

How diverse was the African American 
Experience 1870-1900?

What were the significant events of the 20th century? What were the significant events of 
WWII and the consequences of its 
end?

Content

• Issues people faced in 

the years 1800-1948 –

Living conditions, 

Political, Health, 

Police/Justice and 

Working conditions

• Who were the Chartists

• Political Turning points

• Social Reform

• Prison Reforms

• Scientific discovery

• Medical Discovery

• NHS

• Spanish Flu

• African culture in the 19th century

• How and why slaves were captured 

in Africa in the 19th century

• Slave Trade Triangle

• Middle Passage

• Slave Auctions

• Life on plantations

• Abraham Lincoln

• North-South Divide

• African Americans during the 

American Civil War

• Emancipation Proclamation 1863

• President Johnson

• African Americans and 

reconstruction 

• Assassination of President Lincoln

• White supremacists, KKK and the 

white league,

• African American Segregation

• Rosa Parks

• Montgomery Bus Boycott

• Martin Luther King

• Malcom X

• Civil Rights Movement

• Civil Rights Act 1964

• Black Panthers

• Role of women at the end of the 19th 

century

• How women were viewed at the end of 

the 19th century

• Suffrage Movement

• Suffragists

• Suffragettes

• Women and WII

• Representation of the People Act 1918

• Short Term causes of WWI eg Franz 

Ferdinand

• Long Term causes of WWI e.g. 

Imperialism

• Propaganda during WWI

• Recruitment during WW1

• Life as a soldier during WW1

• Trenches during WWI

• Local WWI history/soldiers – visit

• Life on the Home Front during WWI

• Gallipoli

• Battle of the Somme

• Armistice

• Long term causes of WWII

• ‘Big Three’ Leaders after WWI

• Treaty of Versailles

• League of Nations

• Hitler

• Rise of Hitler and the Nazis

• Hitler and propaganda

• Wall St Crash and Hyperinflation

• Nazi Terror (SS, SD and Gestapo)

• Nazi aims

• Nazi education

• Anti-Semitism

• Nazi Dictatorship

• Nazi opposition

• Nazi persecution

• Life in the Ghettos

• Holocaust

• WWII and Appeasement

• WWII Blitzkrieg

• Dunkirk

• D Day 

• End of WWII + Dropping of 

• Why did Allies become 

Enemies?

• Cuban Missile Crisis

• Communism and Capitalism

• Vietnam War

• Cambodia Genocide P1

• Cambodia genocide P2

• Berlin Wall

• First Guld War

• September 11th

Assessment

Summary of the most Significant changes during the Age of Reform– Autumn Term 1
African American Experience Structured Analysis – Autumn Term 2
World War One Interpretations – Spring Term 1
Year 9 Exam – Spring Term 2
Warsaw Ghetto Interpretations – Spring Term 3
What was the most significant event WWII summary narrative – Summer Term 2



Subject Curriculum
Map:

History Year Group: 10

Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Topic Health over time Elizabethans History Around Us – Kenilworth Castle

Big Question How has health changed over time? What were the Elizabethans like? What does Kenilworth castle reveal about History Around Us?

Content

Medieval Health 1250-1500
• The characteristic features of medieval Britain: an overview
• Living conditions: housing, food, clean water and waste.
• Responses to the Black Death: beliefs and actions
• Approaches to public health in late-medieval towns and monasteries

Early modern Health 1500-1750
• Cultural, social and economic change including the growth of towns: an 

overview
• Changing living conditions: housing, food, clean water and waste
• Responses to outbreaks of plague including national plague orders and local
reactions
• The impact of local and national government on public health including 
measures to improve the urban environment and the government response to 
the gin craze, 1660–1751

Industrial Britain 1750-1900
• Industrialisation, the growth of major cities and political change: an 

overview
• Urban living conditions in the early nineteenth century: housing, food, 

clean water and waste
• Responses to cholera epidemics
• Public health reform in the nineteenth century including the Public Health 

Acts and local initiatives

Britain since 1900
• Economic, political, social and cultural change: an overview
• Living conditions and lifestyles: housing, food, air quality and inactivity
• Responses to Spanish Influenza and AIDS
• Growing government involvement in public health including pollution 

controls, anti-smoking initiatives and the promotion of healthy lifestyles

Elizabeth and Government: The power of the Queen
• Elizabeth and her court: patronage, the Privy Council and the rebellion of 

the Earl of Essex
• Elizabeth  and her parliaments including opposition from Puritans
• Elizabeth and her people including local government and
• Propaganda

Catholics: The nature and extent of the Catholic Threat
• The enforcement of Elizabeth’s religious settlement after 1580
• Catholic links abroad, plots against Elizabeth, and the Elizabethan spy 

network
• Mary Queen of Scots, the Armada and war with Spain

Daily Lives: The nature and dynamics of Elizabethan society
• The contrasting lives of rich, middling and poor Elizabethans
• Family life: husbands and wives, parents and children, wider kinship
• Poverty: its causes, Elizabethan explanations and responses

Popular Culture: Merry England?
• Theatres and their opponents
• The Puritan attack on popular pastimes
• The persecution of witches

The wider world: The nature and significance of England’s relationship with 
the wider world
• Imperial ambition: the motives and achievements of Elizabethan 

adventurers
• Roanoke: England’s attempt at an American colony
• Trade with the east, including first contacts with India

Kenilworth Castle
• The reasons for the location of the site within its surroundings
• When and why people first created the site
• The ways in which the site has changed over time
• How the site has been used throughout its history
• The diversity of activities and people associated with the site
• The reasons for changes to the site and to the way it was used
• Significant times in the site’s past: peak activity, major developments, 

turning points
• The significance of specific features in the physical remains at the site
• The importance of the whole site either locally or nationally, as 

appropriate
• The typicality of the site based on a comparison with other similar sites
• What the site reveals about everyday life, attitudes and values in particular 

periods of history
• How the physical remains may prompt questions about the past and how 

historians frame these as valid historical enquiries
• How the physical remains can inform artistic reconstructions and other 

interpretations of the site
• The challenges and benefits of studying the historic environment

Assessment

Health Autumn Term: Medieval Summary Question, Early Modern Why Question, Mid Unit Health Test, Industrial Britain Essay Question, Britain since 1900 Essay Question, End of Health Topic Test (6)
Elizabethans Spring Term: Q7How far do sources differ on Government, Q8Government, Essay – Catholics, Q6Identify and further research – Poverty
Q6 Identify and further research -Popular culture, Q7How far do the sources differ – Popular culture, Q8Essay – Explorers, End of unit Elizabethan knowledge test (8)
Kenilworth Summer Term - Knowledge quiz, Essay – diverse jobs and activities at Kenilworth, Typical knowledge quiz, Essay – Artist Reconstructions of Kenilworth during the time period
Summer Term 2 History Mock 1, History Mock 2, Mock improvements 



Subject Curriculum
Map:

History Year Group: 11

Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Topic Making of America Nazis Revision

Big Question How was America Made 1830-1900? What was life like under Nazi Rule 1933-1945?

Content

American Expansion 1739-1838
• How and why the USA expanded, from 1789 to 1838
• The expansion of southern cotton plantations and of slavery, 1793–1838
• The removal of indigenous people from the east, 1830–1838 The West 1839–1860
• The culture of the Plains Indians including a case study of the Lakota

The West 1839-1860
• The culture of the Plains Indians including a case study of the Lakota Sioux
• The journeys of the early migrants to California and Oregon; the Mormon 
settlement of Utah
• The nature and impact of the Californian Gold Rush (1848–1849) and the 
consequences of the Pikes Peak Gold Rush (1858–1859)

Civil War and Reconstruction 1861-1877
• Divisions over slavery and the causes of the Civil War
• The African American experience of the Civil War, 1861–1865
• Reconstruction and continuing limitations to African American liberty

Settlement and Conflict on the Plains 1861-1877
• The causes and nature of white American exploitation of the Plains: railroads, 
ranches and cow towns
• Homesteaders: living and farming on the Plains
• The Indian Wars including Little Crow’s War (1862), Red Cloud’s War (1865–1868) 
and the Great Sioux War (1876–1877)

American Cultures 1877-1900
• Changes to the Plains Indians’ way of life including the impact of reservations and 
the destruction of the buffalo
• The impact of economic, social and political change on the lives of African 
Americans
• The growth of big business, cities and mass migration

Dictatorship
• Hitler and the Nazi Party in January 1933
• Establishing the dictatorship, January 1933 to July 1933
• Achieving total power, July 1933 to August 1934

Control and Opposition 1933-1939
• The machinery of terror including the SS, the law courts, concentration 
camps and the Gestapo
• The range and effectiveness of Nazi propaganda
• Opposition to Nazi rule including the Left, church leaders and youth groups

Changing Lives 1933-1939
• Work and home: the impact of Nazi policies on men and women
• The lives of young people in Nazi Germany including education and youth 
movements
• Nazi racial policy: the growing persecution of Jews
Germany in War
• The move to a war economy and its impact on the German

Germany in War
• The move to a war economy and its impact on the German people, 1939–
1942
• Growing opposition from the German people including from elements within 
the army
• The impact of total war on the German people, 1943–1945

Occupation
• The contrasting nature of Nazi rule in eastern and western Europe
• The Holocaust, including the Einsatzgruppen, ghettos and the death camps
• Responses to Nazi rule: collaboration, accommodation and resistance

Assessment

Autumn Term 1-2: American Expansion knowledge test, Summary Q2 American Expansion, Q3  Why  did people go West, Q4 Essay – American Civil War, 
Q4Essay – railroads and the causes of the destruction of buffalo, America Overview Knowledge test, History Mock 1, History Mock 2,
Spring Term 1-2: Mock Improvements, Q7How useful sources – Establishing Nazi dictatorship, Dictatorship test, Q6What can it tell you – Nazi terror and opposition propaganda, Q7How useful sources –
Hitler youth, Q8What can it tell you – Impact WWII on German people, Q9Essay – German occupation
Knowledge test Overview Nazis



Subject Curriculum
Map:

History Year Group: 12

Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Topic AQA 1C The Tudors 1485-1603; 2L Italy and Fascism c1900-1945 and the Non-examined assessment

Content: Italy  
and Fascism 
c1900-1945

The crisis of Liberal Italy c1900-1915
• The political, economic and social condition of Italy c1900: the 

legacy of unification; divisions between North and South; the conflict 
between Church and State; class divisions

• The political system and Giolittianism: the role of the monarchy; the 
dominance of government by the liberal oligarchy; anticlericalism; 
the role of Giolitti

• Challenges to the ruling elites: industrialisation and social change; 
the rise of socialism and new political movements

• Italian foreign policies: the Triple Alliance; colonial ambitions in 
Abyssinia and Libya; Italy’s decision to enter the war in 1915

Mussolini’s Rise to Power, 1915–1922
• Italy’s war effort: aims and expectations; military campaigns;

Caporetto; the impact of war and defeat on the Home Front
• Italy and the ‘Mutilated Victory’: reactions within Italy to the

post-war peace settlement and treaties; the seizure of Fiume
by d’Annunzio

• The post-war economic crisis and social unrest: 
unemployment and inflation; government instability; the rise 
of the PSI; the Popolari and the Fascist Party

• Political breakdown and the rise of extremism: strikes; 
political violence and the collapse of parliamentary 
government

Mussolini and the establishment of Fascist Italy, 1922–1926
• The appointment of Mussolini as prime minister:

Mussolini’s tactics and the March on Rome; the role of the 
King; compromises by the ruling elites

• The Fascist movement: the ideology of Fascist revolution; 
the different political factions within the Fascist Party; 
Fascist propaganda; Mussolini as leader

• Mussolini’s consolidation of power: compromises with the 
elites; the use of terror and violence; constitutional change 
and moves towards a one-party state; exploitation of the 
popularity of Fascist economic and foreign policy successes

• The Fascist state by 1926: the extent of Mussolini’s political 
control; the extent of popular support for Mussolini’s 
regime; the extent of opposition and dissent

Non-examined assessment research time and preparation

Content: The  
Tudors 1485-

1603

Henry VII
• Henry Tudor’s consolidation of power: character and aims; 

establishing the Tudor dynasty
• Society: churchmen- religion, nobles and commoners-government; 

regional division; social discontent and rebellions
• Government, Councils, parliament, royal finances and domestic 

policies
• Relationships with Scotland and other foreign powers; securing 

the succession; marriage alliances
• Economic development: trade, exploration, prosperity and 

depression

Henry VIII
• Government: Crown and Parliament, ministers, domestic 

policies including the establishment of Royal Supremacy
• Religion; humanism; arts and learning
• Religion: renaissance ideas; reform of the Church; continuity

and change by 1547
• Securing the succession
• Was there a Tudor Revolution in Government?
• Catholic and Protestant backlash

Henry VIII
• Relations with foreign powers

• Society and economy under Henry VIII

Edward VI
• Edward VI, Somerset and Northumberland; royal 

authority; problems of succession; relations with foreign 
powers

Assessment

Italy and fascism: Italian unification 1900 essay; Italy’s political stability under Giolitti essay; Giolliti source; Knowledge test x2; WWI source; TIMED – Post war crisis essay; Approximately L38 
Assessment week – essay; trial exam improvements; Mussolini rise to power essay; Mussolini rise to power source; Mussolini consolidation of power essay; Knowledge test x2
The Tudors: Consolidation of power essay; Improvements on this essay; Henry VII threats to throne (nobility) specimen exam; foreign policy essay; Henry VII socio economic essay; Henry VII’s 
control of government; Henry VII knowledge test; assessment week and improvements; Henry VIII and Wolsey extract; trial exam improvements; Henry VIII’s government essay; Henry VIII’s 
religious change essay; foreign policy essay; overall achievements extracts; Duke of Somerset extract



History Year Group: 13

Term Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Topic

Content: Italy  
and Fascism 
c1900-1945

• Propaganda and the cult of Il Duce: control of the media; education as 
propaganda; the role of Fascist organisations

• The police state: the machinery of Fascist repression; methods to deal with
opposition and dissent; the race laws of 1938

State; Fascist economic policies in response to the 1930s Depression; living 
standards; the impact on the economy of Fascist military expansion

• Fascist society: relations between the Fascist regime and the Church; the impact 
of Fascist organisations on women, youth, peasants and workers; the extent of 
‘Fascistisation’ of society by 1940

Fascist foreign policies, 1926–1940
• Mussolini’s foreign policy ambitions: the restoration of prestige; the 

Mediterranean and ‘Mare Nostrum’; empire in Africa
• Mussolini the statesman: relations with Britain and France; Italian influence in 

Austria; the Stresa Front
• Mussolini and Empire: the invasion of Abyssinia and the conduct of the war; the 

impact of the war on Mussolini’s popularity and prestige at home and abroad

Subject Curriculum
Map:

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1

AQA 1C The Tudors 1485-1603; 2L Italy and Fascism c1900-1945 and the Non-examined assessment

Fascist society 1926-1940 Fascist foreign policies, 1926–1940
• The slide towards war: the Spanish Civil War; changing relations with 

Hitler’s Germany; the Pact of Steel; the invasion of Albania; the
neutrality of Italy in 1939 and the extent of Italy’s military
preparedness by 1940

• Fascist economic policies: the establishment and implementation of the Corporate Fascist Italy and war c1940-1945
• The decision to enter the war: Mussolini’s war aims; Italy’s 

contribution to the conquest of France; the implications for Italy of 
the continuation of the war

• Italy’s war effort: military campaigns; the impact of the war on the 
economy and the Italian people; the relationship with Nazi Germany

• The fall of Mussolini in 1943: Allied invasion of Sicily and the crisis of 
the Fascist regime; the overthrow of Mussolini by the Fascist Grand 
Council and the King; the ‘Forty Five Days’ and the continuation of war 
and civil war in Italy

• The final collapse of Fascism: the restoration of Mussolini; the Fascist 
policies of the Salo Republic; the intensification of civil war and the 
role of the partisans; the end of German occupation; the death and 
legacy of Mussolini

Revision and exam practice

Content: The  
Tudors 1485-

1603

Edward VI
• Instability and consolidation: 'the Mid-Tudor Crisis', 1547–1563
• The social impact of religious and economic changes under Edward VI; rebellion; 

intellectual developments; humanist and religious thought
Mary I
• Mary I and her ministers; royal authority; problems of succession; relations with

foreign powers
• The social impact of religious and economic changes under Mary I; rebellion; 

intellectual developments; humanist and religious thought

Elizabeth I
• Elizabeth I: character and aims; consolidation of power, including the Act of 

Settlement and relations with foreign powers
• The impact of economic, social and religious developments in the early years of

Elizabeth's rule

Elizabeth I
• Elizabethan government: court, ministers and parliament; factional 

rivalries
• Foreign affairs: issues of succession; Mary, Queen of Scots; relations 

with Spain
• Society: continuity and change; problems in the regions; social

discontent and rebellions
• Economic development: trade, exploration and colonization; 

prosperity and depression
• Religious developments, change and continuity; the English 

renaissance and ‘the Golden Age’ of art, literature and music
• The last years of Elizabeth: the state of England politically, 

economically, religiously and socially by 1603

Revision and exam practice

Assessment

Italy and fascism: Knowledge test; Opposition to the fascist regime source; Fascist state essay; Corporative state essay; Corporative state source; Mussolini’s policies essay; Church and state essay; trial exam 
improvements; Mussolini’s a true statesman essay; Mussolini’s foreign policy source; Knowledge test; Assessment point source; Wartime Italy source; Salo republic source.
The Tudors: Mid-Tudor rebellions essay; Mid-Tudor crisis extracts; Elizabethan consolidation of power extract; parliament essay; Elizabethan government extract; foreign policy essay; Spanish relations essay; socio-
economic extracts; religion essay; political skill extract.


